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(54) Refrigerator 



(57) A refrigerator is capable of safely using a flam- 
mable refrigerant. The refrigerator stops a leaked refrig- 
erant from entering the inside of the refrigerator and 
prevents the concentration of the leaked refrigerant from 
reaching a flammable level. In a refrigeration cycle of the 
refrigerator, a compressor (17) discharges the refriger- 



HG.3 




ant, which passes through a condenser (1 1). a choke 
(21). and an evaporator (25) and returns to the compres- 
sor (1 7). The refrigerator has a detector (S3). When the 
detector (S3) detects a leak of the refrigerant the oper- 
ation of the compressor (17) is stopped. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a refrigerator 
employing a refrigerant that is not harmful to global envi- 
ronment. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

Many refrigerators presently employ chlorofluoro- 
carbon (CFC)-based refrigerants that are stable and 
easy to handle. The CFC-based refrigerants, however, 
are harmful to global environment because they damage 
the ozone layer. Accordingly, they are going to be totally 
prohibited from use after a preparatory period. 

Compared with the CFC-based refrigerants, 
hydrofluorocarbon (HFC)-based refrigerants do not 
damage the ozone layer. They, however, promote a 
greenhouse effect, and therefore, European countries, 
in particular, plan to prohibit the use of the HFC-based 
refrigerants. Namely, artificially produced CFC- and 
HFC-based refrigerants will be prohibited from use and 
natural refrigerants such as hydrocarbon refrigerants will 
be accepted. 

Although the hydrocarbon refrigerants are unharm- 
ful to environment, they are flammable. If they leak, they 
may explode. It is difficult to secure the safety of use of 
the hydrocarbon refrigerants. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is to provide a 
refrigerator employing a flammable refrigerant that is 
unharmful to environment, capable of securing the safety 
of use of the flammable refrigerant. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a refrigerator employing a flammable refrigerant, capa- 
ble of quickly stopping the operation thereof if the refrig- 
erant leaks. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a refrigerator employing a flammable refrigerant, 
capable of quickly diffusing the refrigerant to avoid explo- 
sion if the refrigerant leaks. 

In order to accomplish the objects, an aspect of the 
present invention provides a refrigerator having a com- 
pressor 17 for compressing a flammable refrigerant a 
cooling fan 15. a condenser 1 1 for condensing and air- 
cooling the compressed refrigerant, an evaporator 25 for 
vaporizing the condensed refrigerant to chill air, a circu- 
lation path for circulating the chilled air inside the refrig- 
erator, an inside fan 27 for circulating the chilled air 
through the circulation path, leak detectors S3 and S4 
for detecting a leak of the refrigerant and a controller 34 
for stopping the compressor 1 7 if the detectors detect a 
leak of the refrigerant. 



The controller 34 may stop the inside fan 27 when 
the detectors S3 and S4 detect a leak of the refrigerant. 

The compressor 17 and cooling fan 15 may be 
driven and controlled independently of each other. 

5 Another aspect of the present invention provides a 
refrigerator having a compressor 17 for compressing a 
flammable refrigerant a cooling fan 15. a condenser 1 1 
for condensing and air-cooling the compressed refriger- 
ant, an evaporator 25 for vaporizing the condensed 

10 refrigerant to chill air, a circulation path for circulating the 
chilled air inside the refrigerator, an inside fan 27 for cir- 
culating the chilled air through the circulation path, leak 
detectors S3 and S4 for detecting a leak of the refriger- 
ant, and shutoff units a and b for blocking the f taw of the 

75 refrigerant rf the detectors detects a leak of the refriger- 
ant. 

The refrigerator may have shutoff unit s39 for stop- 
ping the chilled air from entering the circulation path if 
the detectors S3 and S4 detect a leak of the refrigerant. 

20 The shutoff units 39 may be shutters disposed at the 
entrance and exit of the circulation path. 

Still another aspect of the present invention provides 
a refrigerator having a compressor 17 for compressing 
a flammable refrigerant a cooling fan 15, a condenser 

25 1 1 for condensing and air-cooling the compressed refrig- 
erant, an evaporator 25 for vaporizing the condensed 
refrigerant to chill air, a circulation path for circulating the 
chilled air inside the refrigerator, an inside fan 27 for cir- 
culating the chilled air through the circulation path, leak 

30 detectors S3 and S4 for detecting a leak of the refriger- 
ant, and a unit for restarting the cooling fan 1 5 after the 
cooling fan 15 is stopped for a given period. 

The rotation speed of the cooling fan 1 5 is higher in 
a refrigeration cycle than in a stoppage of the refrigera- 

35 tion cycle. 

Still another aspect of the present invention provides 
a refrigerator having a compressor 1 7 for compressing 
a flammable refrigerant a cooling fan 15. a condenser 
1 1 for condensing and air-cooling the compressed refrig- 

40 erarrt. an evaporator 25 for vaporizing the condensed 
refrigerant to chill air. a circulation path for circulating the 
chilled air inside the refrigerator, an inside fan 27 for cir- 
culating the chilled air through the circulation path, leak 
detectors S3 and S4 for detecting a leak of the refriger- 

45 ant. and a unit 47 for withdrawing the refrigerant if the 
detectors detect a leak of the refrigerant. 

Still another aspect of the present invention provides 
a refrigerator having a compressor 1 7 for compressing 
a flammable refrigerant a cooling fan 15, a condenser 

so 1 1 for condensing and air-cooling the compressed refrig- 
erant, an evaporator 25 for vaporizing the condensed 
refrigerant to chill air, a circulation path for circulating the 
chilled air inside the refrigerator, an inside fan 27 for cir- 
culating the chilled air through the circulation path, and 

55 a unit for driving the inside fan 27 for a predetermined 
period after a door of the refrigerator is opened and stop- 
ping the inside fan 27 after the predetermined period. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The aforementioned and other features and objects 
of the present invention and the manner of attaining them 
will become more apparent and the invention itself will s 
be best understood by reference to the following descrip- 
tion of preferred embodiments taken in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view showing a compressor, con- 
denser, choke, and evaporator that form a refriger- 
ation cycle of a refrigerator according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 2 is a sectional side view showing the refriger- 
ator; 

Fig. 3 explains the refrigeration cycle; 
Fig. 4 shows a compressor drive circuit and a radi- 
ation circuit of the refrigerator; 
Fig. 5 shows shutoff units arranged at the entrance 
and exit of a circulation path of the refrigerator; 
Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing the steps of detecting 
a leak of refrigerant from the evaporator; 
Fig. 7 is a flowchart showing the steps of detecting 
a leak of refrigerant from the condenser; 
Fig. 8 shows a shutter driven by a cam, for blocking 
a flow of chilled air; 

Fig. 9 is a flowchart showing the operation of the 
shutter of Fig. 8; 

Fig. 10 shows a shutter driven by a bellows, for 
blocking a flow of chilled air; 
Fig. 11 is a flowchart showing the operation of the 
shutter of Fig. 10; 

Fig. 12 is a circuit diagram showing a unit for with- 
drawing a refrigerant; 

Fig. -13 is a flowchart showing the operation of the 
circuit of Fig. 12; 

Fig. 14 shows a unit for withdrawing a refrigerant; 
Fig. 1 5 is a sectional side view showing a refrigerator 
having a switch for detecting the opening and closing 
of a door of the refrigerator, according to another 
embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 16 is a flowchart showing the operation of the 
switch of Fig. 15; and 

Fig. 1 7 is a flowchart showing the normal-speed and 
low-speed operations of a cooling fan. 

PETAJL EP DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 

Figures 1 and 2 show a refrigerator 3 according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. so 

The refrigerator 3 has a main body 1 having doors 
5. A lower part of the main body 1 includes a partitioned 
chamber 7 and a mechanical chamber 9. The chamber 
7 is for a refrigeration cycle. 

The mechanical chamber 9 accommodates a con- ss 
denser 11, an evaporation plate 13, a cooling fan 15, a 
compressor 17. an accumulator 19, and a choke (capil- 
lary tube) 21. The accumulator 19 and choke 21 are 
accommodated in an independent chamber 23. In this 



way, devices that involve piping and connections are 
arranged outside the chamber 7. 

The chamber 7 includes an evaporator 25, an inside 
fan 27, an exit 29 for chilled air, and an entrance 31 for 
return air. The exit 29 and entrance 31 are connected to 
a circulation duct 33, which communicates with the 
inside 35 of the refrigerator 3. 

Figure 3 shows the refrigeration cycle employing a 
natural refrigerant made of hydrocarbons such as pro- 
pane and isobutane. These hydrocarbons are flamma- 
ble, and therefore, it is important to secure the safety of 
use of them. 

The compressor 17 discharges the refrigerant, 
which passes through the condenser 1 1 , choke 21 , and 
evaporator 25 and returns to the compressor 17. The 
evaporator 25 has fins to absorb latent heat from envi- 
ronmental air, to thereby chill the air. The chilled air is 
blown by the inside fan 27 into the exit 29. 

Figure 4 shows a motor M1 for driving the compres- 
sor 1 7 and a motor M2 for driving the cooling fan 1 5. The 
motor M1 is turned ON and OFF by a drive circuit M1 -1 , 
and the motor M2 by a drive circuit M2-2. 

The drive circuit M1-1 has a contact R-1, and the 
drive circuit M2-2 has a contact R-2. These contacts are 
opened and closed by a controller 34. A thermal switch 
S-1 opens the contact R-1 without regard to a signal from 
the controller 34. 

A detector S1 detects an abnormality in the motor 
M1. A detector S2 detects an abnormality in the motor 
M2. Detectors S3 and S4 detect a leak of the refrigerant. 
The controller 34 receives signals from the detectors S1 
to S4, carries out necessary operations, and provides 
instruction signals. 

An abnormality of the motors M1 and M2 may be 
detected according to the insulation resistance of a 
motor power source, a motor revolution speed, or the 
temperature of a coil. Upon receiving an abnormality sig- 
nal from any one of the detectors S1 and S2 of the motors 
M1 and M2, the controller 34 opens the contact R-1 of 
the compressor drive circuit M1 -1 , or the contact R-2 of 
the cooling fan drive circuit M2-2. 

The detector S3 is arranged on the downstream of 
the evaporator 25 in a flow of air crossing the evaporator 
25. The detector S4 is arranged on the downstream of 
the condenser 1 1 in a flow of air crossing the condenser 
11. The detectors S3 and S4 may be arranged around 
the piping and connections including the accumulator 1 9, 
or at a position S5 on the downstream of the compressor 
17 in a flow of air crossing the compressor 17, or at a 
position S6 in the vicinity of the exit 29. 

The detectors S3 and S4 may be oxygen sensors 
that detect oxygen in the refrigerant that flows in the 
refrigeration cycle. Namely, when the refrigerant leaks, 
oxygen enters in the refrigeration cycle, and the oxygen 
sensors detect such oxygen. Signals from the oxygen 
sensors are received by the controller 34. 

Upon receiving a leak signal from any one of the 
detectors S3 and S4during a refrigeration cycle, the con- 
troller 34 opens the contact R-1 of the compressor drive 
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circuit M1 -1 and doses the contact R-2 of the cooling fan 
drive circuit M2-2. At the same time, the controller 34 
turns ON an alarm 37, which may be an alarm buzzer or 
lamp. In addition, the controller 34 stops the inside fan 
27 and closes shutoff valves a and b. The shirtoff valve 
a is arranged between the choke 21 and the evaporator 
25, and the shutoff valve b is arranged between the evap- 
orator 25 and the compressor 17 as shown in Fig. 3. 

Upon receiving a leak signal from any one of the 
detectors S3 and S4 during the stoppage of the refriger- 
ation cycle, the controller 34 closes the contact R-2 of 
the cooling fan drive circuit M2-2 and turns ON the alarm 
37. At this time, the cooling fan 1 5 is used to diffuse the 
leaked refrigerant, and therefore, it is driven at a low 
speed through, for example, an inverter controller, to 
reduce energy consumption and noise. 

Figures 6 and 7 are flowcharts showing the opera- 
tions of the shutoff valves a and b. 

Figure 7 shows the steps of detecting a leak of refrig- 
erant from the high-pressure condenser 11 . In step 101 , 
the detector S4 detects a leak of the refrigerant In step 
1 02, the controller 34 opens the contact R-1 of the com- 
pressor drive circuit M1 -1 , to stop the compressor 1 7. In 
step 103, a pressure sensor S7 disposed at the dis- 
charge side of the compressor 17 provides a discharge 
pressure Pd, and it is determined whether or not Pd is 
below a given value. If it is below the given value, step 
1 04 closes the shutoff valves a and b to block the flow of 
the refrigerant. 

The given value compared with the discharge pres- 
sure Pd is a saturation pressure of the refrigerant under 
a normal ambient temperature, preferably, a saturation 
pressure of the refrigerant under a temperature of ambi- 
ent temperature plus 5 degrees centigrade. 

As a result, the pressure of the high-pressure side 
is decreased, and the flammable refrigerant is confined 
in the piping and evaporator 25. 

Figure 6 shows the steps of detecting a leak of the 
refrigerant from the evaporator 25 that operates at a low 
pressure. In step 201, the detector S3 detects a leak of 
the refrigerant. The controller 34 stops the inside fan 27 
in step 202 and the compressor 17 in step 203, and 
closes the shutoff valves a and b in step 204. As a result 
no refrigerant is sent into the inside 35, and the flamma- 
ble refrigerant is confined in the piping and evaporator 
25. 

Figure 8 shows a shutter 39 arranged at each of the 
exit 29 and entrance 31 , to shut off chilled air. 

The shutter 39 is opened and closed by a cam 43 
that is driven by a motor 41 . Figure 9 shows the operation 
of the shutter 39. 

The detectors S3 and S4 monitor a leak of the refrig- 
erant in step 301. If one of them detects a leak, the con- 
troller 34 turns ON the motor 41 in step 302, to close the 
shutters 39 in step 303, and turns ON the alarm 37 in 
step 304. As a result, the path communicating with the 
inside 35 is blocked. 

The shutters 39 are not limited to those driven by 
cams. Figure 1 0 shows a bellows 45 that is driven by the 



discharge pressure of the compressor 17, to open the 
shutter 39. Fig. 1 1 shows the operation of the bellows 45. 

The detectors S3 and S4 monitor a leak of the refrig- 
erant in step 401 . If one of them detects a leak, the con- 
s troller 34 stops the compressor 1 7 in step 402, expands 
the bellows 45 in step 403, to close the shutters 39 in 
step 404, and turns ON the alarm 37 in step 405. As a 
result the path communicating with the inside 35 is 
blocked. 

10 Figure 12 shows a unit for withdrawing the refriger- 
ant from the refrigeration cycle if the refrigerant leaks. 

The refrigeration cycle is formed of the compressor 
17, condenser 1 1 . choke 21 , and evaporator 25. A with- 
drawal tank 47 for withdrawing the refrigerant is arranged 

is in parallel with the condenser 1 1 on the discharge side 
of the compressor 1 7. A shutoff valve c stops the flow of 
the refrigerant to the condenser 1 1 , and a shutoff valve 
d stops the flow of the refrigerant to the tank 47. The tank 
47 is positioned on the downstream of the cooling fan 1 5 

20 so that the tank 47 is cooled to withdraw the refrigerant. 
Figure 14 shows an arrangement for cooling the 
withdrawal tank 47. The tank 47 is installed in a cooling 
tank 55. The cooling tank 55 is filled with a liquid coolant 

53 such as liquid 0O2 and is surrounded by a heat insu- 
25 lation material 51 . A capillary tube 57 is wound around 

the tank 47. An end of the tube 57 is open to the inside 
of the cooling tank 55, and the other end thereof is closed 
by a valve e outside the cooling tank 55. When the valve 
e is opened, the liquid coolant 53 is vaporized and 
30 released to the atmosphere, to thereby rapidly decrease 
the temperature of the tank 47. 

Figure 13 is a flowchart showing the operations of 
the valves c, d, and e. In step 501 , the detectors S3 and 

54 monitor a leak of the refrigerant If one of them detects 
35 a leak, the controller 34 closes the valve c and opens the 

valve d in step 502. As a result, the refrigerant from the 
compressor 17 is fed into the withdrawal tank 47, and 
therefore, the liquid coolant 53 is vaporized to increase 
the pressure of the cooling tank 55. TTien, the controller 

40 34 opens the valve e in step 503 to cool the tank 47 due 
to a sudden expansion of the liquid coolant 53 in the tank 
55. At this time, the high-pressure refrigerant in the tank 
47 is liquefied to reduce the pressure thereof. In this way, 
the refrigerant is collected and liquefied in the tank 47. 

45 Step 504 determines whether or not the discharge 
pressure Pd of the compressor 1 7 detected by the pres- 
sure sensor S7 is below a given value. If the pressure Pd 
is below the given value, step 505 closes the valve d, and 
step 506 stops the compressor 1 7. 

so Figure 15 shows a refrigerator capable of safely 
using a flammable refrigerant according to another 
embodiment of the present invention. The refrigerator 
has a door 5 having a switch 59 for detecting whether or 
not the door 5 is open. In response to a signal from the 

55 switch 59. an inside fan 27 is turned ON/OFF. 

Figure 16 is a flowchart showing the operations of 
the inside fan 27 and switch 59. Step 601 determines 
whether the switch 59 is ON or OFF. i.e., whether the 
door 5 is opened or closed. If the door 5 is opened, step 
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602 determines whether or not the door 5 has been 
opened for a given period. If YES, step 603 stops the 
inside fan 27. If the refrigerant leaks into the inside 35 of 
the refrigerator, the inside fan 27 diffuses the leaked 
refrigerant and purges the same outside through the 5 
opened door 5 so that the concentration of the leaked 
refrigerant may not reach a flammable level. 

In any one of the embodiments mentioned above, 
the cooling fan 15 may be operated at a low speed 
depending on the temperature of the condenser 1 1 or an 10 
ambient temperature. Figure 17 is a flowchart showing 
the normal-and low-speed operations of the cooling fan 
15. 

Step 701 determines whether or not the compressor 
17 is ON. If it is stopped, step 702 counts a period for is 
which the fan 15 is stopped. Step 703 determines 
whether or not the stop period of the fan 1 5 has reached 
a given value, and if not, step 702 is repeated. If step 703 
provides YES, step 704 drives the fan 1 5 for a predeter- 
mined period at a low speed. 20 

If the compressor 17 is ON in step 701, step 705 
determines whether or not the temperature of the con- 
denser 1 1 is below a given value. If it is above the given 
value, step 706 drives the fan 15 at a normal speed. If it 
is below the given value, step 707 determines whether 25 
or not an ambient temperature is below a given value. If 
it is below the given value, step 708 drives the fan 15 at 
a low speed. If it is above the given value, step 706 drives 
the fan 15 at the normal speed. 

As explained above, the compressor 1 7 discharges so 
the refrigerant, which passes through the condenser 1 1 , 
choke 21 , and evaporator 25 and returns to the compres- 
sor 1 7. The evaporator 25 has fins to absorb latent heat 
from environmental air, to thereby chill the air. The chilled 
air is blown by the inside fan 27 into the inside 35 of the 35 
refrigerator. 

If a leak of the refrigerant is detected, the inside fan 
27 is stopped to prevent the leaked refrigerant from 
entering the inside 35 of the refrigerator. Then, the 
embodiment of Figs. 3 and 12 withdraws the refrigerant 40 
into the tank 47 and confines the refrigerant in the evap- 
orator 25 with the shutoff valves. Accordingly, the con- 
centration of the leaked refrigerant will never reach a 
flammable level, to thereby secure the safety of use of 
the flammable refrigerant. 45 

If the refrigerant leaks during the stoppage of the 
refrigeration cycle, the cooling fan 1 5 is operated at a low 
speed to diffuse the leaked refrigerant so that the con- 
centration thereof may not reach a flammable or explo- 
sion level. 50 

If the refrigerant leaks in the embodiment of Fig. 1 5, 
the inside fan 27 is driven for a predetermined period 
when the door 5 is opened to diffuse and purge the refrig- 
erant leaked inside the refrigerator. 

As explained above, the present invention surely ss 
detects a leak of refrigerant in a refrigerator and prevents 
the leaked refrigerant from entering the inside of the 
refrigerator. The leaked refrigerant is diffused so that the 



concentration of the leaked refrigerant may not reach a 
flammable level. 

In this way, the present invention secures the safety 
of use of a flammable refrigerant and prevents combus- 
tion or explosion even if the refrigerant leaks. 

The foregoing description of preferred embodiments 
has been presented for purposes of illustration and 
description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit 
the invention to the precise form described, and obvi- 
ously many modifications and variations are possfole in 
light of the above teaching. The embodiments were cho- 
sen in order to explain most clearly the principles of the 
invention and its practical application thereby to enable 
others in the art to utilize most effectively the invention 
in various embodiments and with various modifications 
as are suited to the particular use contemplated. 

Claims 

1 . A refrigerator comprising : 

a compressor (17) for compressing a flam- 
mable refrigerant; 

a cooling fan (15); 

a condenser (11) for condensing and air- 
cooling the compressed refrigerant; 

an evaporator (25) for vaporizing the con- 
densed refrigerant to chill air; 

a circulation path for circulating the chilled air 
inside the refrigerator; 

an inside fan (27) for circulating the chilled air 
through said circulation path; 

detection means (S3, S4) for detecting a leak 
of the refrigerant; and 

control means (34) for stopping said com- 
pressor (1 7) if said detection means detect a leak of 
the refrigerant. 

2. The refrigerator according to claim 1 , wherein said 
control means (34) stops said inside fan (27) when 
said detection means (S3, S4) detect a leak of the 
refrigerant. 

3. The refrigerator according to claim 1 , wherein said 
compressor (1 7) and cooling fan (1 5) are driven and 
controlled independently of each other. 

4. A refrigerator comprising: 

a compressor (17) for compressing a flam- 
mable refrigerant; 

a cooling fan (15); 

a condenser (11) for condensing and air- 
cooling the compressed refrigerant; 

an evaporator (25) for vaporizing the con- 
densed refrigerant to chill air; 

a circulation path for circulating the chilled air 
inside the refrigerator; 

an inside fan (27) for circulating the chilled air 
through said circulation path; 

detection means (S3, S4) for detecting a leak 
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of the refrigerant; and 

shutoff means (a, b) for blocking the flow of 
the refrigerant if said detection means detect a leak 
of the refrigerant 

5. The refrigerator according to claim 4, further com- 
prising shutoff means (39) for stopping the chilled 
air from entering said circulation path rf said detec- 
tion means (S3, S4) detect a leak of the refrigerant. 

6. The refrigerator according to claim 5, wherein the 
shutoff means (39) are shutters disposed at the 
entrance and exit of said circulation path, respec- 
tively. 

7. A refrigerator comprising: 

a compressor (17) for compressing a flam- 
mable refrigerant; 

a cooling fan (15); 

a condenser (11) for condensing and air- 
cooling the compressed refrigerant; 

an evaporator (25) for vaporizing the con- 
densed refrigerant to chill air; 

a circulation path for circulating the chilled air 
inside the refrigerator; 

an inside fan (27) for circulating the chilled air 
through said circulation path; 

detection means (S3, S4) for detecting a leak 
of the refrigerant; and 

means for restarting said cooling fan (15) 
after said cooling fan is stopped for a given period. 

8. The refrigerator according to claim 7, wherein the 
rotation speed of said cooling fan (15) is higher in a 
refrigeration cycle than in a stoppage of the refrig- 
eration cycle. 

9. A refrigerator comprising: 

a compressor (17) for compressing a flam- 
mable refrigerant; 

a cooling fan (15); 

a condenser (11) for condensing and air- 
cooling the compressed refrigerant; 

an evaporator (25) for vaporizing the con- 
densed refrigerant to chill air; 

a circulation path for circulating the chilled air 
inside the refrigerator; 

an inside fan (27) for circulating the chilled air 
through said circulation path; 

detection means (S3, S4) for detecting a leak 
of the refrigerant; and 

means (47) for withdrawing the refrigerant if 
said detection means detect a leak of the refrigerant. 



11. A refrigerator comprising: 

a compressor (17) for compressing a flam- 
mable refrigerant; 

a cooling fan (15); 
5 a condenser (11) for condensing and air- 

cooling the compressed refrigerant; 

an evaporator (25) for vaporizing the con- 
densed refrigerant to chill air; 

a circulation path for circulating the chilled air 
10 inside the refrigerator; 

an inside fan (27) for circulating the chilled air 
through said circulation path; 

detection means (S3, S4) for detecting a leak 
of the refrigerant; and 
15 detection means (SI, S2) for detecting an 

abnormality of motors for driving said cooling fan 
(15) and compressor (17). 

12. The refrigerator according to claim 1 1 , wherein said 
20 detection means (S1 . S2) detect an abnormality in 

the insulation resistance of electric wiring of the 
motors. 

1 3. The refrigerator according to daim 1 1 , wherein said 
25 detection means (S1 , S2) detect an abnormality in 

the revolution speeds of the motors. 

1 4. The refrigerator according to claim 1 1 , wherein said 
detection means (S1, S2) detect an abnormality in 

30 the temperatures of coils of the motors. 

15. The refrigerator according to claim 1 1 . further com- 
prising alarm means for generating an alarm accord- 
ing to a signal from said detection means (S1 , S2). 

35 

16. A refrigerator comprising: 

a compressor (17) for compressing a flam- 
mable refrigerant; 

a cooling fan (15); 
40 a condenser (11) for condensing and air- 

cooling the compressed refrigerant; 

an evaporator (25) for vaporizing the con- 
densed refrigerant to chill air; 

a circulation path for circulating the chilled air 
45 inside the refrigerator; 

an inside fan (27) for circulating the chilled air 
through said circulation path; 

detection means for detecting whether or not 
a door of the refrigerator is open; and 
so means for driving said inside fan (27) for a 

predetermined period after the door is opened and 
stopping said inside fan (27) after the predetermined 
period. 



1 0. The refrigerator according to any one of claims 1,4, 55 
7, and 9, wherein said detection means (S3, S4) are 
each an oxygen sensor for detecting oxygen in the 
refrigeration cycle. 
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